


Do You Care About 
Conservation? 

Law enforcement is one of the most vital elements in a sound fish and game 
program. 

Without it, violations would plague every agency involved in making outdoor 
recreation available to you, and would run rampant across the land. 

In this connection, the "good sport" can be of valuable aid to the Fish and 
Game Commission. 

Whenever you observe a fish or wildlife violation, you have a decision to make. 
You must either turn your head and obey the code of the underworld which 
says "Don't help the law," or you lend a hand. 

How can you be of help, without getting "directly involved"? There are many 
ways. You should gather all the information possible at the time the violation 
occurs and get in touch as quickly as possible with a law enforcement officer. 

Good citizens who ignore a crime of any kind help to destroy our society. 
Sportsmen who break fish and wildlife laws or stand idly by while others do so 
are helping to destroy both the natural resources and recreation we all value 
so highly. 

To prosecute a violator, a game protector needs to know what the violation 
included, where and when it occurred, and if possible, the names and addresses 
of persons involved. If there were other witnesses, their names should be se
cured, also. 

If you find that you can't reach a game protector at home, call the nearest 
sheriff's office, which maintains two-way radio contact with protectors in the 
field. If you wish, your information will be kept confidential. 

A man who shoots more than his share of game, or catches more than his 
legal limit of fish, is depriving you and yours, and other good sportsmen, of a 
share of our natural resources, which really belong to everyone. 

Don't protect the violator.-THAYNE SMITH. 
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Cover Photo 
Marvin Miller, prominent St. Francis sportsman and 
businessman, typifies Kansans who are taking to the fields 
to pursue their favorite game this Autumn. 

It goes without saying, of course, that the ringneck 
pheasant will receive a big share of the hunters' atten
tion, with quail, prairie chicken and doves following. 

It's really not necessary to tell Kansans that their own 
state is among the finest when it comes to small game and 
waterfowl hunting. 

In fact, guys like Miller say it's "tops," and you can't 
argue with success. . . . Photo by Leroy Lyon. 

, , 
FISH G GAME 
Autumn, 1969 Vol. XXVI, No.4 

IN THIS ISSUE 

DO YOU CARE ABOUT CONSERVATION? 
An Editorial 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
By Gerald 1. Horak 

BIOGRAPHY OF A DEER 
By William C. Peabody 

A GUN FOR MY SON 
By Dave Gentry 

WINGED DECEPTION 

NOTABLES 

SHOREBIRDS 

IN THE OUTDOOR SCENE 

By Marvin D. Schwilling 

WILDLIFE WONDERS 
By Marvin D. Schwilling 

Beauty Among Confusion 

DECOYS FOR DABBLERS 
By R. E. McWhorter 

HOW HUNTING SEASONS ARE SET 
By George C. Moore 

THOUGHTS 
By Bob Wood 

1969-70 KANSAS HUNTING SEASONS 

2 

4 

6 

10 

12 

14 

17 

18 

20 

22 

24 

Fish and Game 3 



Prairie Chicken • • • 
Winged Deception 

The greater prairie chicken is often 
called the wild bird of the prairie. 

Hunters and bird fanciers alike will 
testify that it can be the most wary, 
and yet at times the most unconcerned 
bird that ever flew the hills of Kansas. 

Kansans can be proud of the fact 
that the state has the largest popula
tion of greater prairie chickens in the 
nation. Ten other states have the 
birds within their borders, but only 
five (Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 

orth and South Dakota) can boast 
of having a greater prairie chicken 
hunting season. 

In the last decade, Kansas has 
averaged 49,000 prairie chicken 
hunters per year, with an annual 
harvest of 53,000 birds. 
There are two methods of hunting 

prairie chickens in the state: Feed 
field hunting and pasture shooting. 
The majority of hunters ( 67 percent ) 
use only the feed fields, while 20 
percent venture into both feed fi eld 
and pastures. A small but hardy 13 
percent hunt only in pastures. 

In feed field shooting, hunters sta
tion themselves in or around harvested 
grain fields which are used by feeding 
birds. Some pre-season scouting is 
necessary to determine whether the 
bird are flocked up. (Generally this 
occurs by the middle of October.) 
Search in open country for large har
vested grain fields, preferably bean, 
corn or milo. Weather conditions be
fore the hunting season might then 
become the most important factor. 
During October and November some 
birds will come into feed fi elds re
gardless of previous weather condi
tions, but they will concentrate into 
larger flocks after a hard freeze. A 
frost that kills insects and vegetation 
in pastures make waste grains in fields 
a more desirable source of food . 
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By GERALD J. HORAK 

Game Biologist 

Prairie chickens will generally 
feed just after sunrise and again in 
late afternoon. It is best to locate a 

feeding area about a week before 
the season as the birds' habits won't 
change m u c h before opening 

Good shooting provides Kansas hunter with two fine prairie chickens. 



morning. When a Hock is found, 
obtain permission to hunt from the 
landowner. If permission is granted, 
watch the Hock for several feeding 
periods and get the general Hight 
pattern of the birds coming to the 
field. 

Make sure there is some type of 
cover you can use near the birds' 
Hight path. By the time the season 
rolls around your anticipation and ex
pectations will be greater because you 
have permission to hunt where you 
know chickens are coming to feed. 
On the morning of the hunt, get to the 
field at least half hour before shooting 
time so you will be assured of the 
most favorable blind location. At this 
stage half of the battle is won. 

Shooting and hitting the birds is a 
problem in itself. Unfortunately, 
when prairie chicken season opens, 
most hunters haven't shot their guns 
for several months. The disadvan
tages increase as hunters, deceived 
by the Hight speed of the prairie 
chicken, fail to "lead" as much as 
they should. The birds appear to be 
coasting along at a rather slow clip 
when they pump their wings brieHy 

Pride of the prairie in Kansas is greater prairie chicken. Kansas is one of only five states 
with large, huntable population of this graceful bird. 

and sail without wing motion. Many 
times their speeds exceed 30 m. p. h. 

Sportsmen who hunt pastures 

One of the most unusual and colorful wildlife rituals is carried out by prairie chickens each 
Spring on the "booming grounds" of Kansas. 

will find a dog helpful in locating 
birds. During mid-day, the most 
likely place to find prairie chickens 
is on hill tops or along ridges within 
a mile of a feed field. This type of 
hunting is sometimes discouraging 
because the birds Hush wild and 
usually out of gun range, especially 
when Hocked up. Single birds seem 
to hold much better. 

Sometimes, early November weather 
is warm, and the chickens should be 
drawn as quickly as possible in order 
to prevent meat spoilage. These dark
mea ted birds are excellent table fare 
when given proper field care and 
preparation. 

A bird's eyes often weigh more than 
its brain. 

A small bird known as the sippel' 
(also water ouzel) lives in the moun
tains but dines underwater on insects, 
surfacing only occasionally for air. 

The male swan is called a cob, the 
female a pen, and the young, cygnets. 
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Biography of a Deer 
By WILLIAM C. PEABODY 

Big Game Project Leader 

Deer are beautiful and adaptable creatures. As the "No.1" big game ani
mal in North America their habits and exploits are annual topics of conversation 
from Maine to Oregon and from Canada to Mexico. Hunters talk of the buck 
with huge antlers that got away, while others find the sight of a doe and her 
fawns one of uncomparable beauty. 

Like all other living things deer 
have had to adapt to a changing en
vironment or face extirpation. His
tory tells us of many animals that did 
not yield to change and were sub
sequently eliminated. With protec
tion and proper management deer 
have flourished. 

White-tailed deer are the predom
inant species in Kansas, comprising 
about 80 to 85 percent of the total 
population. They are most numerous 
in the eastern two-thirds of the state, 
while mule deer are more common in 
the west. Deer are found in every 
county. Their distribution is closely 
tied to wooded, brushy areas along 
and adjacent to the state's many 
drainages, but it's not uncommon to 
see deer in grassland habitat that may 
have little woody vegetation except 
for clumps of dogwood, skunkbrush, 
chokecherry, plum, buckbrush and an 
occasional cottonwood, elm or hack
berry tree. 

Our subject is a whitetail buck 
that has lived for the past 1% years 
in the woods, meadows and grassy 
draws along the Cottonwood River 
west of the little community of Saf
fordville. Contrary to what many 
local residents may think, he didn't 
move here from some distant 
county nor did he wander in from 
Missouri or Oklahoma. He began 
life like most Kansas deer the 6rst 
week in June in a hay meadow bor
dering a small stand of burr oak 
trees. 
The adult doe had come through 

Kansas' relatively mild winter in good 
shape. She had feasted on green win
ter wheat and as new twigs and leaves 
began to appear on elm, ash, hack
berry, willow and various other 
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woody plants, she ate them with reg
ularity. Her thick grayish-brown win
ter coat consisting of many hollow 
hairs for protection against the cold 
winter winds was rapidly being re
placed with the thin, red coat of 
summer. 

Her fawns of the previous spring, 
two yearling bucks, spent much time 
with their mother and five other deer 
until early May. At this time, the 
other deer moved down river, return
ing to their summer range or in the 
case of some deer, were looking for 
new homes. (One of two peak periods 
of annual deer movement in Kansas, 
108 deer were killed in collisions with 
vehicles in May.) 

The doe and her offspring of the 
previous year stayed together for al
most two more weeks. The one-year
old bucks were beginning to grow 
their first antlers. Antler development 
had begun in early April and now 
each animal had several inches of new 
velvety growth exposed. 

Energy requirements of both 
bucks and does are high at this time 
of the year. Bucks utilize tremen
dous amounts of calcium in grow
ing new antlers and does need addi
tional strength to prepare them for 
the birth and care of their fawns. 

Each animal was becoming more 
independent of the others and finally 
the three parted company in late 
May. Actually, the bucks had little 
choice. The doe was becoming more 
and more intolerant of their presence 
as her time for fawning was near. 

The doe did not move far from her 
winter home. She "selected" a native 
hay meadow bordering a draw which 
was lined with sumac and oak trees 
to have her fawns. The "nursery" was 

above the frequently flooded bottom
land and spring breezes sweeping the 
meadow helped to reduce annoyance 
from many insects. 

Twin, wobbly-legged fawns, a buck 
and a doe, were born on June 6. The 
buck was first, followed ten minutes 
later by his sister. The doe consumed 
the afterbirth and carefully cleaned 
each new fawn with her tongue. The 
fawns began to nurse almost imme
diately. Relatively inactive for the 
first couple of weeks, young fawns 
gain strength rapidly and may follow 
their mother for short distances as she 
feeds. This is the time of the year 
when misinformed persons finding 
fawns assume them to be abandoned. 
This is seldom the case and the fawns 
should be left where they are found. 

Spotted fawns blend in well with 
the vegetation in which they are hid
den. Generally, but not always, twin 
fawns are bedded in separate loca
tions. This may be instinct-controlled 
behavior to insure survival of at least 
one fawn should a predator find and 
kill the other. At four weeks of age 
fawns are able to outdistance a con
ditioned cross-country runner. 

Weighing five to seven pounds at 
birth, fawns grow rapidly and by mid
summer are eating the tender tops of 
various forbs and succulent browse 
along with the doe. Wild lettuce, 
fruits and berries are favorites of deer 
in eastern Kansas. Daily early morn
ing and late evening excursions with 
the adult doe become more frequent 
as the summer progresses. By early 
October fawns have lost their spots 
and are nutritionally self-sufficient. 

Fawns, like children, are playful. 
I had the opportunity to watch two 
fawns playfully butting each other 
one warm October afternoon. They 
would butt Qteir heads, then turn 
and run through the trees one after 
the other. They are also curious at 



this time of their life. If not 
alarmed by alert, older deer 
they can sometimes be approached 
closely. 
Based on a sample of about 700 

fawns taken during our December 
firearms season, males outnumber fe
males about 114 to 100. This may be 

nature's way of compensating for a 
higher mortality rate among bucks. 

Autumn browns, golds and reds 
were beginning to paint the land
scape. It was apparent that the buck 
had grown slightly larger than his 
sister and he had developed small 
"buttons" on his head. He would not 

Tall grass and its ability to blend with natural surroundings provide protection for young 
whitetail fawns, such as this one pictured in Northeast Kansas. (Commission Photo by 
Leroy Lyon.) 

grow a set of antlers prized by hunt
ers until his second summer. The 
fawns had learned many things from 
their mother. Their keen sense of 
smell and acute hearing were sharp
ened by the past experiences of the 
adult doe. Events of the summer also 
became imprinted upon them. Expe
riences along with their natural in
stincts would play an important part 
in their survival. 

It was now October. Food was 
plentiful in the form of agricultural 
crops, acorns, buck brush fruits, river 
grape, sumac and a host of other 
browse species. The fawns were be
coming more independent, but still 
stayed with the doe as a family group. 
A yearling buck, one of the doe's 
fawns of the previous summer, joined 
the family. All had nearly completed 
the molt of their summer coats and 
were replacing them with the thick, 
grayish-brown coats of winter. 

The rut, or breeding season for 
deer in Kansas begins in October, 
reaching a peak in about mid-No
vember. Bucks seem to lose much 
of the caution exhibited at other 
times of the year and also become 
increasingly hostile toward one an
other. 
The yearling buck was a proud, 

magnificent animal. His newly pol
ished antlers had four points on each 
side. He had plenty of nutritious food 
to eat during the spring and summer 
months-the size and number of 
points on his antlers were ample proof 
of this. During September the buck 
had rubbed the remaining velvety 
covering from his antlers by slashing 
at tree saplings and shmbs. Now he 
was ready for the "Mad Moon." 

During the rut whitetail bucks do 
not collect harems of does as do elk 
and to a much lesser degree mule 
deer. Instead, at the height of the rut, 
bucks are active in their search for 
does in breeding condition. It is at 
this time of the year that many deer 
are killed on our highways. When a 
doe in heat is found the buck gen
erally stays nearby until she is re
ceptive. Does have a short heat 
period of about 24 hours. If breeding 
and conception do not occur during 
the first oestrus, the cycle is repeated 
and heat reoccurs in 28 days. As many 
as three heat periods have been re-
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corded, thus insuring that most does 
capable of breeding are actually bred. 

Adult does in Kansas in good physi
cal condition generally have twin 
fawns approximately 202 days follow
ing conception; triplets are not un
common. By contrast, a doe breeding 
for the first time usually has one off
spring. A study involving the exam
ination of female reproductive organs 
showed that 60 to 75 percent of our 
whitetail doe fawns are breeding for 
the first time when they are only 6 
to 8 months old. Excellent physical 
condition as a result of a high level 
of nutrition is responsible for this 
added productivity. 

The yearling buck's neck started 
to swell the last week in October. 
The rut is "triggered" by decreasing 
day length, thus accounting for the 
fact that the height of the breeding 
season occurs so regularly in mid
November despite differences in 
weather from year to year. The 
buck was now ready to do battle 
with other bucks in his quest for 
does in breeding condition. We 
have factual evidence that bucks 
sometimes fight to their death, but 
this is uncommon. Generally, a 
pushing contest results with the 
stronger, more mature bucks run
ning off the younger ones. 
The adult doe came into heat the 

first week in November. During her 
feeding forays she had noticed several 
buck scrapes along a well used trail. 
Bucks paw up places on the ground 
and urinate on them to alert does that 
they are in the area. An informed 
hunter looks for buck rubs and 
scrapes when selecting a stand. The 
doe stayed in the vicinity of the 
scrapes leaving her fawns to fend for 
themselves. 

An adult buck had moved into the 
doe's territory several days before. 
Resplendent in large, gleaming antlers 
and swollen neck, he truly was ''king'' 
of that stretch of the Cottonwood 
River. The yearling buck was also 
competing for the attentions of the 
doe, but after only a brief encounter 
with the adult buck he knew that he 
was no match for this patriarch and 
retreated. The older buck serviced 
the doe on November 7, after spend
ing several days with her. If she got 
enough nutritious food to eat during 

8 Fish and Game 

Majesty in movement is the whitetailed buck, king of Kansas' "big game." 

the critical winter months ahead she 
would probably bear twin fawns 
again in late May; perhaps even 
b·iplets. 

Man, currently the only and most 
efficient deer predator since the elim
ination of the cougar from much of 
its former range, entered the deer's 
domain on October 1, with the onset 
of the archery season. It was at this 
time that the younger deer first ex
perienced danger associated with 
man-scent. Two archers had obtained 
permission from the landowner to 
hunt that portion of the river. The 
doe and her fawns had several en
counters with one of the bowmen 
early in the month, but he did not 
loose an arrow at them. This par
ticular archer wanted a trophy deer 
with huge antlers. 

The two yearling bucks, each pos
sessing fine sets of antlers for their 
age class, were joined by the "old 
patriarch." The younger animals had 
a healthy respect for his long, sharp 

tines. Although having only two more 
points than the younger bucks, the 
mature deer's antlers were more mas
sive. He was about 4~f years old and 
had six points on each antler. Con
trary to popular belief, the number of 
tines do not indicate a deer's age. 

On one beautiful October afternoon 
the three bucks were feeding on 
acorns, buckbrush and mulberry when 
the lead yearling detected man-scent. 
Head raised high, he sniffed the wind 
trying to pin-point the smell of the 
intruder. His actions and the raising 
of his "white flag" alerted the other 
deer. In seconds they wheeled and 
retreated away from the scent. Un
known to the deer, an archer had 
been hiding in a clump of buckbrush 
only 15 yards away and could have 
shot at either yearling buck. The deer 
had detected the scent of his partner 
upwind. 

Late in October a young archer 
from Strong City killed the doe 
fawn. It was his first deer. She was 



a fat, healthy animal and would 
make excellent eating. The herd 
was now reduced by one. What 
other method besides hunting could 
be used to control a productive, 
growing deer herd? Kansas' deer 
resource provides residents with 
many hours of recreation and good 
quality venison for those hunters 
who are successful. 
October passed all too quickly and 

the chill of November settled over the 
land. Other deer had moved into the 
area and now there were 19 in the 
herd. The brushy, ungrazed timber 
and the protected bluffs and draws 
afforded excellent winter cover. Good 
quality deer wintering areas are fast 
b ecoming a premium in Kansas. Over
grazing, application of aerial herbi
cides and complete timber removal 
to make way for agriculture (even 
when surpluses abound) are taking 
their toll of good deer habitat. Tim
ber and brushland are needed to sta
bilize stream banks as watersheds
and as an additional source of market
able timber income for the informed 
landowner-it is also a dire necessity 
of the white-tailed deer. 

By late November most of the adult 
does had been bred. As the Decem
ber firearms season approached, rut
ting activity was beginning to de
cline. The yearling buck who had 
been thwarted in his earlier efforts to 
breed by the adult buck was finally 
sllccessful in breeding a yearling doe 
and a fawn that had come into heat 
for the first time. 

The herd had adjusted to the light 
hunting pressure exerted by archers 
and were settling into their winter 
"routine" when the firearms season 
was upon them. During December 
gun seasons we have found that ant
lerless deer are more vulnerable to 
hunting pressure than are antlered 
bucks. In "bucks only" hunting areas 
yearlings comprise the greatest pro
portion of the harvest. 

Certainly, younger deer are prob
ably not as alert as adults, but they 
learn quickly. It is also possible that 
following approximately two months 
of rutting activity mature bucks "re
tire" to secluded pockets of timber, 
clumps of brush or other out-of-the
way places to rest up, feed and gain 
back some of the weight they lost 

during the breeding season. As the 
urge to breed declines they are less 
active, affording firearms hunters 
fewer opportunities to see them. 

Hunting pressure in most of Kan
sas' firearms deer management units 
has been light to moderate. How
ever, one or two counties in each 
unit draw most of the hunters and 
subsequently have the largest har
vests. Localized areas have re
ceived heavy hunting pressure and 
temporary over-harvests have oc
cun:ed. But, other deer soon oc
cupy the vacated habitat. 
Five fat, healthy bucks were taken 

by firearms permittees on about a 4-
mile stretch of the Cottonwood River, 
and our yearling buck was among 
those to fall to the gun. Hunters 
tagged, dressed out their deer and 
took them to a Fish and Game Com
mission check station where trained 
personnel examined each deer, ob
taining biological data necessary for 
the sustained yield management of 
YOUR deer resource. 

Winter had come to Kansas. Small 
groups of deer formed in favored win
tering areas. On a late December 
coyote hunting trip along the Cotton
wood River I found 13 deer; two were 
antlered bucks. Hunters in this area 
had taken few deer and in all prob
ability there would be more deer next 
year. Those that survived the hunting 
seasons would have more to eat and 
would probably come throuilh the 
winter stress period in good physical 
condition. 

Our deer are not restricted by deep 
snows in their search for food as are 
deer in more northern climes. No 
cases of known starvation have oc
curred in the state. Corn, winter 
wheat, coralberry and other browse 
species are readily eaten by Kansas 
deer. Bucks begin to shed their ant
lers in late D ecember and by Febru
ary most have lost their racks. How
ever, I have personally seen antlers 
on deer about mid-March. It is gen
erally thought that older bucks lose 
their antlers first, followed by year
lings. 

While winter food shortage areas 
are not yet known in Kansas, we must 
maintain a surveillance of range con
ditions, physical characteristics of our 
deer herd and production success to 

insure that carrying capacity of the 
available winter habitat is not ex
ceeded. Over-browsed native vege
tation, deterioration of deer weights 
and antler development along with 
reduced productivity would sound the 
warning. More deer should be har
vested! It is likely that farmers and 
ranchers experiencing deer damage 
and motorists colliding with deer on 
our highways will vent their anger 
upon the Commission long before the 
foregoing conditions are evident. 

Public and private land around 
the Sunflower State's many reser
voirs are favorite wintering areas 
for deer. On Game Management 
Areas administered by the Fish and 
Game Commission a portion of the 
agricultural crops grown by lessees 
are left for wildlife food, as are 
food patches placed in strategic 
locations by the area managers. 
Deer make intensive use of this 
readily available winter food sup
ply. 
One of our Regional Game 1an

agers has planted alfalfa to attract 
deer to public hunting land. Some 
have even gonc so far as to improve 
the habitat by knocking over mature 
trees to open up the overstory canopy. 
This will allow sun to reach the un
derstory influencing the growth of 
brush and forbs. Whitetails prefer 
brushy habitat with timber in the 
immature or pole stage. 

Spring, a glorious and long awaited 
time for all forms of wildlife is here. 
Mammals become more active, plants 
burst forth in greenery with a re
newed vigor and birds herald their 
happiness with a chorus of songs. 
Does carrying fawns are generally in 
good physical condition following our 
relatively mild winters. Healthy does 
produce strong, healthy fawns. The 
never-ending cycle of birth, survival 
and death is repeated. Those that 
have survived to produce young will 
hopefully be better adapted to tlleir 
constantly changing environment than 
their ancestors. 

.1Iu'RE THE SbLL. ~u 
"u WATER POLl" T1~n 
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A Gun for My Son 
By DAVE GENTRY 

State Game Protector 

It was a cold, grey November morning in a north Lyon County milo field. 
Frost crystals covered the stubble, giving an illusion that snow was on the 
ground. The air was so still that it was deafening. Nothing was stirring, 
except for an occasional field mouse hurrying for cover. 

It was about 6 a. m. In the east, a --------------
thin gray line was starting to appear, the older man, then sat back and 
indicating that dawn was only a mat- waited. 
ter of minutes away. Suddenly, from It was about 6:20 a. m. The air 
the south end of the field, two figures crackled with frost and the hunters 
appeared, trudging. One was a small shivered as they watched the eastern 
boy, about ten years of age. The horizon for the first sign of any move
other was an older person. They were ment. 
both dressed against the numbing A lonely sparrow hawk streaked 
cold and neither seems to mind the its way across the horizon to break 
chill morning air. the monotony of waiting. Several 

It was the opening day of prairie meadowlarks made their mark over
chicken season, and one they had head as they glided in for their first 
been awaiting anxiously for some meal of the day. The appearance of 
time. Once in a while, the boy would the hawk and the larks didn't disturb 
stumble, but he didn't seem to care. the older man, but the boy fidgeted 
This was his first real chicken hunt and hlrned and rechecked his gun 
and for the first time he was carrying again and again. He changed posi
his own gun. For the very first time it tions several times and finally stood 
wasn't one the older man owned, nor up. 
was it a borrowed, or a toy gun. This "Sit down," the older man ordered. 
was the real thing. The gun be- The boy obeyed and all was quiet 
longed to him and him alone. It again. 
didn't matter that the boy down the Several minutes passed, then 
street had a new bike, nor did he care suddenly the elder man said: "1 
because another friend had his own see chickens in the east - stay 
basketball. Life for him, now at least, down." The boy didn't move, but 
was perfect. kept his eyes on the horizon, look-

Eventually the hunters reached ing for the swift birds. 
a fence corner and stopped. The At first, they appeared as two tiny 
man pulled out a blanket and they dots. From a distance, their wing 
both sat down. The boy asked if he beats were too small to detect the 
could load his gun. The older man tell-tale sign of prairie chicken in 
glanced at his watch and checked flight, but second by second they 
the horizon to the east. drew closer. 
"Go ahead," he said. The boy "Get ready," the man whispered, 

eagerly got out two shells, chucked 'but don't shoot until I give the 
them silently into the 20-gauge dou- word." 
ble barrel and quietly closed the fire-

On and on the birds came, first arm. He made sure the safety was on, 
then asked the older man to check it. gliding with wings unmoving, then 
It wasn't necessary, because the lad with a few rapid beats they gained 
had done everything he had been momentum, com i n g nearer and 
trained to do. The boy cradled the nearer. 
gun in his anns, pointing the barrel "Now can I shoot?" asked the anx
up and in the opposite direction from ious boy when the birds were about 
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100 yards away. " 0," whispered the 
older man. "vVait." 

More seconds passed. 
"Don't forget to lead your target," 

the man warned. "Now, shoot when 
you're ready!" 

The boy slipped off the safety 
and took aim on the lead bird. He 
pulled ahead of his target, kept the 
gun swinging and touched lightly 
at the trigger. 
The blast reverberated across the 

countryside, breaking the morning 
stillness, and the boy knew he had 
missed. Again he aimed, giving the 
bird more lead this time, and fired. 
The lead chicken faltered, side
slipped and fell to the ground among 
the stubble. 

The boy bounded up, placed his 
gun on the ground carefully, then ran 
wildly toward the spot where the 
chicken had fallen. 

After a short search he found his 
prize and kneeled to pick it up. For 
a moment as his hand touched the 
bird, he stroked its mottled feathers 
and drank in the beauty of its com
position. He valued the bird greatly, 
and respected it as he had been 
taught, as a prize that many veteran 
hunters in our land had never taken, 
or even seen. 

Then he remembered the older 
man, grabbed the chicken in both 
arms and ran back yelling: "1 got 
him! 1 got him!" 

The older man s mil e d and 
nodded, and patted the boy on the 
shoulder as he sat down in the 
blind, holding the bird before him. 

A proud smile crossed the older 
man's face-a smile that said "thanks" 
for the game which remained for 
them to hunt, and for this moment 
which the two of them would share 
forever. 

Who were th~y? 
The older man was myself. The 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Pretty Margo Schroeder, Hillsboro, Miss Kansas for 1969, looks over a pickup camper 
during a visit to Kansas Fish and Game headquarters following her crowning at the annual 
Miss Kansas pageant at Pratt. 
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Notables 
In the Outdo 

-
Theodore A. Sanborn, former state senator 
Safari Club International, recognizing his 0 

serving in the State Legislature. 



• • • 

Scene 

om Belleville, displays citation from Shikar
tanding contributions to conservation while 

A young fawn is content in the arms of Marvin (Butch) Hamilton, Salina game protector 
and its foster father. Hamilton gave the fawn its life when he cut it from its mother's 
womb after the mother was struck and killed by a cal'. The fawn is now in Great Bend 
zoo. (Salina Journal Photo by Dennis Lundgren.) 

~lfRE THE SblllTI~U 
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SHOREBIRDS • • • 
Beauty Among Confusion 

By MARVIN D. SCHWILLING 

They come with many names. 
Some call them "peeps" and "snipes." 
Others term them long-legged snipe, short-legged snipe, yellow-legged snipe, 

long-billed snipe, short-billed snipe, and others. 
Regardless, they're all shorebirds, 

and Kansas attracts thousands of them 
each year. 

Undoubtedly, shorebirds are among 
the most difficult birds to identify, but 
they can be fascinating to those who 
like to watch "Nature" at its best. 

Not until Dr. Roger Tory Peter
son published his first colorful 
"Field Guide to the Birds," with a 
new concept for bird identification 
by pointing out characteristic field 
marks for individual species and 
seasonal plumages, has it been rel
atively easy to identify any bird 
found in the field. 

These field guides allow outdoors
men to learn individual traits or plu
mage marks which separates each and 
every kind of shorebird. 

Shorebirds include seven closely re
lated families. All are small in size, 
the largest being the long-billed cur
lew, also known as "sickle bill." The 
smallest are the least, western and 
semi-palmated sandpipers. 

Generally speaking, most species of 
shorebirds are brown or blackish on 
the backs, mottled and streaked with 
buff or whitish below. 

Most prefer mollusks, crustaceans, 
and insects for food, found in the mud 
flats or along the moist marsh and wet 
grassland habitat. 

Most shorebirds nest on the ground. 
They lay four pointed and heavily 
hlotched eggs. The eggs blend in 
well with the background of scantily 
built nests. The young are precocial, 
being able to run and feed them
selves almost as soon as they have 
struggled free of the shell. 

The Kansas list includes 38 species, 
all individually fascinating. At the 
peak of migration, numbers some
times exceeds a million and a half 

birds. Individual flocks may even 
number 150,000 birds. Nine species 
are known to nest in Kansas, including 
killdeer, upland plover, avocet, long
billed curlew, Wilson phalarope, 
snowy p I 0 v e r, spotted sandpiper, 
mountain plover, and woodcock. Only 
the killdeer and upland plover are 
considered common nesters. 

The killdeer, more accurately 
killdeer plover, is the best known 
of the Kansas shorebirds and gets 
its name from its familiar ''killdeer'' 
call. It is not a dedicated wader or 
always a water bird. They may be 
found in open or plowed fields far 
from water. They sometimes nest 
and rear their young along road
~jdes, and bare fields. 
The nest is a simple scratched-out 

saucer, in typical shorebird style, often 
lined with stones, pebbles or short 
bits of sticks depending on what is 
available and handy at the nest site. 
If the incubating bird is flushed from 
the nest she resorts to a convincing 
crippled -bird - and - broken -wing act, 
fluttering away dragging a wing while 
flashing the normally concealed or
ange brown rump patch . . al
most rolling over, or stopping to gasp 
and pant as if totally exhausted. The 
male soon joins in, circling close, 
scolding loud and doing his bit to 
drive the intruder away from the nest. 

Upland plovers, like the killdeer. 
are not always found near water. 
They are basically grassland pasture 
birds frequenting water edges con
sistently only during migration. They 
are friendly prairie birds well known 
to the Kansas cowboys as the "wolf
whistle" birds. They are as much a 
part of the pastures of Kansas as the 
meadowlark, the prairie chicken or 

the horned lark, whether in the flint 
hills or the sandhills. The three syl
lable whistle or wolf-whistle call of 
the upland plover returns to the 
prairie about Easter time each year 
and remains until late September. 

Ruddy turnstones, black necked 
stilts, and avocets are three shore
birds that are colorfully garbed, a 
sharp departure from the generally 
brown mottling of the group. It is a 
rare and beautiful sight, indeed, to 
find that a flight of ruddy turns tones 
has stopped at your favorite marsh 
allowing you to observe them as they 
flip over stones and sticks with their 
bills as they search for food. Even 
their raucous, loud, slow, rattling call 
draws your attention to their rusty 
red, black and white bodies. 

Black-necked stilts are rare mi
grants here. They are large, long, 
red-legged and have a striking 
white pattern, thus the bird is not 
often overlooked. This species is 
normally found west of Kansas. 

Avocets have long been common 
migrants through the state. I was 
privileged to be able to report the 
first nesting in Kansas. This was 
near the Pronghorn Lake area north 
of Garden City in the Spring of 1952. 
Since that time, avocets have become 
particularly common nesters in the 
Cheyenne Bottoms Waterfowl Man
agement Area marsh of central Kan
sas. They reared about 2,000 young 
last summer. They are colorful chest
nut, brown - headed, black - winged 
and white-bodied birds, with long 
legs, an upturned long bill that they 
sweep back and forth while they feed 
on insect larvae as they wade in shal
low water. 

Despite the fact that many other 
shorebirds are called snipe, the Wil
son snipe is the only snipe to be found 
in all of North America. It and wood
cock are the only shorebirds that are 
still hunted as game birds. Nearly aJJ 
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major reasons woodcock and Wil
son snipe have been able to main
tain their numbers and persist as 
huntable game species. 

Among all shorebirds the reproduc
tive potential-one brood of three or 
four per year-is very low when com
pared to other game birds, thus shore
bird species that migrate in large 
Hocks and decoy well cannot produce 
the annual surplus necessary to sus
tain hunting pressure. By comparison 
the bobwhite quail produces three to 
four times as many young. 

During the height of the shorebird 
migration at the Cheyenne Bottoms 
Waterfowl Management Area, Hocks 
of as many as 200,000 dowitchers, 
75,000 white-rumped sandpipers, 10,-
000 stilt sandpipers, 25,000 least sand
pipers, 100,000 semi-palmated sand
pipers, 500 Hudsonian godwits, 20,000 
yellow-legs and 1,000 sanderlings are 
not uncommon, and the list goes on. 

This is barely an introduction to 
shorebirds-books have been written 
about the group or individuals in this 
group. Spend some time with them 
when they cross Kansas. I'm sure 
you'll find them fascinating. 

Avocet, one of many shorebirds seen in Kansas, on nest in Cheyenne Bottoms area. 

were hunted during the much publi
cized "market hunting" days. Snipe 
hunting is traditionally the concocted 
ultimate hunt of pranksters. Sup
posedly they are night roaming crit
ters that are hunted with a sack and 
Hashlight. 

Nimrods who hunt the snipe have 
come to hold the twisting speedster 
in high respect. No sack and light 
are needed or necessary to bag this 
bird! They are never found in 
Hocks, usually Hushing from short 
grass or rushes around a marsh 
edge as singles or doubles. They 
often Hush wild, Hying a zig-zag 
pattern close to the ground, utter
ing a "scape-scape" sound as they 
go, almost appearing to be mocking 
the hunters with the words "e-scape
e-scape." 

Woodcock have habits that are 
similar in many ways to snipe. They 
do not Hock in migration, Hush wild, 
Hy fast and travel an erratic zig-zag 
pattern. Their unusual speed and 
Hight patterns are probably the 

16 Fish and Game 

D 

= ~~~ 
\\ W~ CAM~ 1'0 HUN1", ~eM~M~~~ ? /I 

I 

I 

j 



By MARVIN SCHWILLING 

Fall is a season of transition and unrest. Bright green summer foliage turns 
to purple, red, gold, yellow, orange, pink, and finally bronze and brown. 
Leaves have served their purpose and now are cast off by the living plants to 
fall to the ground, rot and return to the soil. 

Wobbly legged spotted fawns are 
two-thirds the size of their mother. 
Their spots are disappearing and, like 
their mother's sleek red summer coat, 
is being covered over with the heavy 
grayer coat of winter. Cute little rab
bits are almost as large as their mother 
and no longer have home ties, being 
entirely on their own. 

Fuzzy quail chi c k s are now 
Hushed as a covey, Hying strong and 
scattering wide, regrouping to the 
mother's rally call after danger has 
passed. Young pheasant cocks still 
appear a little ragged but are de
veloping that rich gaudy garb of 
the adult bird. 

Wildlife seems to be everywhere. 
The populations are at their yearly 
high, with each individual actively 
laying in a winter food supply or 
building up fat reserves for the long 
migration Hight or for the cold winter 
days ahead. Hunters have already 
begun their harvest of the surplus, 
first with the opening of the dove 
season, then as other seasons open, a 
mixed bag may be taken in a day 
afield. These are pleasant days with 
hunting companions or dog and gun. 

Most species of wildlife have dis
tinct food preferences, or require
ments, which are different than that 
of other species. Some are only mi
nutely different, others radically so. 
However, many species, both birds 
and animals, prefer nuts, particularly 
acorns and pecans. Competition is 
often keen to see who can horde the 
most pin oak acorns when the crop is 
good. Redheaded woodpeckers stuff 
them in cavities until the cavity is 

full, then seal them in by pounding 
the hole full of wet pliable bark from 
young trees. Native mice store large 
caches for winter use. Squirrels lay 
up supplies and bury many which 
they are able to locate through heavy 
snow, apparently by smell. Even 
woodducks and mallards gorge them
selves on acorns when they are avail
able, and deer feed on them exten
sively to add to their fat reserves. 

My most reliable deer blind had 
drawn a blank for three evening hunts 
and it was time to scout out a new 
area. 

Leaving the car at a parking area, 
I took my bow and assOlied tools for 
blind construction and headed up
river into a marshy, swamp-like area 
of scattered young clumps of cedars, 
cottonwood, sedges, rushes and grass 
tussocks. Sign and plenty of tracks 
left little doubt that deer were using 
the swamp. I rounded a bend in the 
cow trail I was following and stepped 
into the open. A big whitetail buck 
snorted and took off upriver. 

Other deer could be heard running 
in the distance, but I was unable to 
determine how many, or if there were 
more bucks. I continued upstream 
about a half-mile where the seepy 
swamp ground gave way to drier con
ditions and a predominant stand of 
large cottonwood. Deer sign was still 
much in evidence. It appeared they 
holed up in the cottonwoods and wil
low brush, feeding in adjacent corn 
fields and swampy areas. After some 
time I decided on two ten-foot cedars 

growing about six feet apart along 
the cow trail, near where I had 
spooked the big buck, as a blind site. 
With pruning shears I cut an opening 
between the trees just large enough 
to give me adequate room to draw 
the bow freely. This gave a clear field 
of view both ways along the trail. 
Another cedar provided a dark back
ground to better conceal my move
ments from deer coming downriver. 
Having completed the blind I left the 
swamp early but was back in the 
blind the next evening prepared for 
action. 

I had been in the blind about 
Hfteen minutes when a single doe 
appeared, feeding slowly down
river. She continued to browse to 
within 50 yards, and seemingly sat
isfying her hunger for browse, 
walked east into a cornfield never 
realizing she had been watched. 
The blind was occupied almost 

every evening for the next two weeks. 
Deer were seen or heard on almost 
every evening. The big whitetailed 
buck was seen twice. I now knew he 
had five points on the right side and 
six on the left-a fine specimen with 
much red showing in the winter coat. 
It was apparent that he was the dom
inant buck in the marsh. Two other 
bucks were observed several times. 
One appeared to be a two-year-old 
with a broken stub antler about three 
inches long on the left and three 
points on the right. I couldn't help 
but wonder if he had broken the 
antler in a battle with the big buck. 
The third buck was the smallest of 
the three, probably a two year old, 
with two points on the right and three 
on the left. 

The long evening hours spent in the 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Decoys for Dabblers 

Life in a duck blind can be miser
able or marvelous. It all depends on 
the number of ducks that pass over 
your decoys. 

There are two groups of common 
ducks dabblers and divers. Dabblers 
(mall~rds, pintails, widgeon, gadwell, 
teal and shovelers) make up more 
than 90 percent of the ducks har
vested in Kansas. Diving ducks (scaup, 
canvasbacks, redheads and ringnecks) 
frequent big water and are usually 
found only on the major Kansas rivers 
and lakes. 

There are three major points to 
remember in decoying waterfowl. 
(1) All waterfowl (ducks and geese) 
light into the wind. (2) Diving 
ducks usually fly over the decoys 
and land in front of the spread on 
the upwind side. (3) Dabbling 
ducks usually light short of or 
among the decoy spread. 
For most dabbler sets in Kansas, 

10-20 decoys will suffice. On big 
water larger numbers of decoys are 
desirable. In Hooded timber 1 to 3 
decoys will usually do the trick. Re
member, the better the decoy set the 
less important the calling. 

Waterfowl c han g e plumage in 
the summer and fall, so early in the 
season remember to emphasize the 
number of hens in your set. At this 
time the drakes are in eclipse plu
mage and resemble the hens. As the 
fall and winter progresses, gradually 
increase the number of drakes in your 
spread to about 60 to 70 percent by 
December. 

What is the best pattern for a decoy 
spread? Keep in mind that dabblers 
feed in shallow water less than 18" 
deep and loaf in deep water in the 
open or in Hooded timber and usually 
feed and Hy about in small Hocks. 

The spread that I like best is called 
the "fishhook" or "hunter's pipe" (See 
Figure 1). It works for both dabblers 
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and divers, but the location of the 
blind is important and varies with the 
two groups of ducks. You can take 
advantage of the dabblers' character
istics with this set by placing the blind 
in front of the pocket. The birds will 
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be coming in to land immediately in 
front of the blind. This will put the 
Hight speed of the bird at its slowest 
in front of the blind, approximately 
20-25 yards away. 

Some hunters prefer to let dabblers 
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Fig. 3 
Cove Set 

light, then shoot them on the rise 
when flushed. Whatever the tech
nique, ducks can be effectively de
coyed to within "quail gun" range. 

Another productive set is the 
"square hook." Although adaptable to 
dabbler shooting, it is most effective 
on divers. By placing the blind near 
the square corner, divers are shot in 
front of the blind as they attempt to 
land just ahead of the spread. For 
dabblers the blind would have to be 
moved down wind to shoot over the 
pocket, which is in reverse to the 
"fishhook," and the point of landing 
is beyond the decoys (See Figure 2). 
Dabblers shot over this spread are 
usually a bit fwther from the blind 
compared to the "fishhook" set. 

N ext to the "fishhook," I like the 
"cove" set shown in Figure 3. This 
is adaptable to many locations-in 
farm ponds, favorite resting areas, 
indentations in flooded timber, and 
it is a d apt a b I e to the wind, 
either blowing into the blind or di
rectly away from the blind. When 
the wind is coming into the front 
of the blind, the birds will be turn-
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ing from left or right to land di
rectly away from you in front of 
the blind. When the wind is from 
behind the blind, they will be land
ing head-on, sometimes at close 
range. 

Other combinations of diver and 
dabbling duck decoys or duck decoys 
and goose decoys are frequently used. 
The main thing to remember in using 
more than one kind of decoy is to 
keep them grouped to themselves. 
When using duck and goose decoys 
on the water, for example, leave a 
space between ducks and geese. 
When using goose decoys on the 
water or in fields, remember to keep 
them in family groups of 4-6 birds. 
If snow geese decoys are used, re
member the young birds are gray and 
not white. Over half of the decoys 
should be young, and a portion of the 
flock should be blue goose. In ex
treme eastern Kansas, there is a higher 
proportion of blue geese (about fifty 
percent) in the population than in 
Central Kansas (about twenty per
cent). 

Flooded timber hunting for mal-

lards is a classic sport, whether in 
Arkansas or on a Kansas reservoir. 
Calling from a good blind or cam
ouflaged boat in flooded timber with 
one to three mallard drake decoys 
scattered a few yards from a boat 
can be an extraordinary experience. 
Calling is probably more important 
in this kind of a set than in any of 
the others. 

My experience has been that nearly 
all of the dabbling duck species re
spond to mallard decoys, and mallard 
calls; this point has been borne out 
many times but particularly during 
the September teal seasons of recent 
years. 

If you will, do your "getting ready" 
for duck season well in advance such 
as conditioning decoys, preparation of 
the right lengths of decoy cords for 
the water which you anticipate to 
hunt, and the construction of the 
blind. 

Use your acquired knowledge in 
spreading your decoys. You will en
joy your hunt more. 

The fastest game fish is the sailfish. 
It has been clocked taking out 100 
yards of line in three seconds, nearly 
70 miles per hour. They can do 60 
m. p. h. with regularity. 

Crickets' chirps have surpnsmg 
carrying power. One cricket barely 
an inch long sounds a note audible 
for almost a mile. 

Under usual desert working condi
tions, the maximum time between 
drinks for the average camel is eight 
to ten days. If it were not required 
to work during this period, it could 
probably last longer. 

The tall giraffe has only seven ver
tebrae in its neck. A small sparrow 
has fourteen. In fact, the neck of a 
bird has more freedom of motion 
than that of a snake. 

.tdlfRE THE BOLLI ~U 
"0 WATER PD~~~ Tl~n 
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How Hunting Seasons Are Set 
By GEORGE C. MOORE 

Di1'ecto1', Kansas Foresh'Y, Fish and Game Commission 

During the early days of the Kansas 
Fisheries Department (later called the 
Kansas Fish and Game Department) 
all laws were spelled out in detail by 
the Kansas Legislature. They in
cluded seasons, bag limits, closed pe
riods, methods of taking fish and 
game and other restrictions placed 
on the hunter and fisherman. The 
Department could not make regula
tions to fit the changing conditions or 
everyday needs. This gave little op
portunity for good game and fish 
management as we know it today. 

In 1927 the Legislature established 
the Commission system and gave it 
authority to "adopt such rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with the 
laws governing its organization and 
procedure and the administration of 
the provisions of this act as may be 
deemed expedient." 

The quote is the basis for mod
ern and efficient game and fish man
agement. Rather than going to the 
Legislature, the Commission may 
establish changes in seasons and 
bag limits, plus other conditions for 
harvesting arumal game and fish 
crops. 

Naturally, it's good business to 
maintain rules and regulations easily 
understood by sportsmen whom the 
Commission serves, but, they must be 
flexible enough to protect the species 
and yet permit adequate and equi
table harvest by as many sportsmen as 
possible. There are limits under 
which the Commission must operate, 
as there should be. The Legislature 
reserves the power to make basic laws 
under which the Commission oper
ates, establish fines and penalties, de
fine private and public property and 
establish budget limitations. 

The Legislature establishes basic 
laws and gives the Commission au
thority to establish regulations for 
day-by-day implementation of them. 
Certain regulations, which have the 
effect of laws, are established for the 
purpose of general management and 
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Wilmer "Bill" Kline, state game protector at Garden City, makes notes while conducting 
pheasant crow count in Finney County. 

the conh'ol and harvest of fish and 
game. Most remain effective for a 
considerable time. There are others, 
however, which must be short in du
ration as they govern everyday oper
ations and must be established ac
cording to changes in game and fish 
populations. Laws set fOlth definite 
procedures under which the Commis
sion can establish or change regula
tions. 

Here is a step-by-step example of 

how the Commission establishes the 
hunting seasons: 

For a starting point, let's take the 
end of a typical Kansas hunting sea
son, which generally coincides with 
a new year. Many people, much 
thinking and work are included in 
gathering data before recommenda
tions are submitted to the Commis
sion. The responsibility for planning, 
gathering. and analyzing data rests in 
the Game Division, but almost every 



employee assists in gathering informa
tion. Sportsmen, recreationists, na
ture observers and the general public 
contribute a part and are never ig
nored. 

Stmiing soon after the end of the 
hunting season the Game Division 
staff sends a mid-winter survey 
questionnaire to all rural mail car
riers. Each carrier is requested to 
count the number of pheasants, 
quail and other game seen on his 
daily route. This provides an esti
mate of the density of game birds 
and animals following the hunting 
season. Since the same people, nor
mally, run the same route each year 
it gives a year-by-year comparison. 

During the same period, commis
sion biologists and game protectors 
are also recording the number of birds 
and animals seen during their normal 
travels. This information is used to 
determine populations following the 
hunting season and provides an index 
to winter carry-over. 

Again in April, May, and June mail 
carriers are asked to record the num
ber of pairs of quail and the number 
of pheasants seen. Pheasant numbers 

are recorded by sex. Commission per
sonnel undertakes quail whistling 
counts, dove coo counts, pheasants 
crowing counts, turkey gobbling and 
prairie chicken booming counts. This 
information is used as an index to the 
breeding population of these species 
at the start of the breeding season. 

In mid-summer, after the breeding 
season is well underway, a third ques
tionnaire is sent to all rural mail car
riers and each records the number and 
size broods of birds seen on his route. 
At the same time game protectors and 
other personnel are recording the 
same information. This data is used 
to give the Game Division personnel 
an estimate of nesting success. Ques
landowners, soil conservation tech
tionnaires are also sent to certain 
nicians and others, requesting infor
mation on deer and turkey popula
tions and distribution. 

Finally, all information is an
alyzed and a meeting is held with 
technical specialists, dish'ict game 
protectors and staff participating to 
summarize and evaluate the data 
and make last-minute recommenda
tions. Immediately following the 
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Winter takes a heavy toll among wildlife each year. Here, a game protector inspects quail 
and pheasant killed in a snowstorm. Mortality rate among many species of wildli fe exceeds 
50 percent annually. 

meeting, the staff draws up hunting 
season proposals, based on informa
tion gathered from all sources, and 
submits it to the Commission for 
consideration in establishing hunt
ing season dates, bag and possession 
limits. 
The meeting is held in late August 

or early September to permit the 
gathering of as much data as possible 
regarding game bird production. This 
is important, because hunting success 
each year is based entirely upon the 
success of the breeding seasons. 

The Commission evaluates the data 
submitted by the staff, reviews re
quests and information from the pub
lic, considers economic and social 
problems and also the welfare of 
wildlife. The five-member Commis
sion, in turn, strives to establish sea
sons and bag limits which will give 
adequate protection to the resources 
and maximum recreation to the great
est number of people. All meetings 
are open to the public and anyone 
who desires may make his wishes 
known. The setting of game bags 
and seasons is democracy at work. 

During the hunting season, Com
mission personnel gather data on 
adult-juvenile ratio, cock-hen ratio, 
age class of the game and hunter suc
cess. This is compared with data col
lected throughout the year, and is 
useful in evaluating the inventory and 
production techniques used during 
the remaining part of the year. For 
example, if four of each five quail 
harvested are birds of the year (juve
nile) it indicates that a good hatch 
occurred during the summer. If the 
adult-juvenile ratio is nearly equal, it 
indicates a poor hatch or poor sur
vival during the production season. 

Setting of seasons, bags and other 
regulations for the "benefit" of the 
hunter is a never-ending and well
planned program. It is necessary to 
give adequate protection to the game 
and yet permit adequate harvest of 
the wildlife crop. 

Although the chipmunk hibernates 
like the woodchuck, it does not drift 
into a deep " sleep. . It snoozes lightly 
and awakens periodically to feed on 
food it has stored. 
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Before me is an Associated Press 
news item clipped from the June 24, 
1969 issue of the Wichita Eagle. Its 
headline blares, "'Bloody Minded' 
Shoot 206 Americans in W eek," re
ferring to the week of June 15 to 
June 22, 1969. Some pointed excerpts 
from this clipping read: 

"Last week, 206 persons were 
killed by guns in the United States, 
a grim counterpoint to a descrip
tion earlier this month of Ameri
cans as 'a bloody minded people.' " 

"And as they died last week, a 
historian" (Dr. Hugh Davis Gra
ham of Johns Hopkins University) 
"who coauthored a staff report to 
the National Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of Violence, 
said he saw no end to such acts." 

"The report, released early in 
June, said: 'Americans are a bloody 
minded people both in action and 
reaction.' " 

"A number of states and federal 
authorities have taken steps to curb 
these deaths with gun control laws." 

"The federal gun control law, 
signed Oct. 22, 1968, by President 
Johnson-not as strict as gun con
trol advocates would like-limits 
interstate sale of all firearms and 
ammunition by mail. Except under 
certain circumstances, it also bans 
across the counter sales to non
residents of a state. 

"The sale of weapons to juve
niles, the mentally ill, criminals and 
drug addicts also is prohibited." 

The article goes on to list ten 
recorded incidents of gunshot deaths 
as illustrative and supportive material. 
The AP staff writer concludes with a 
question of his own: "Why do Ameri-
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cans continue to die by the gun?" 
He then answers it himself by quoting 
a paragraph from the referenced re
port which mayor may not have any 
connection with or allusion to firearms 
as such. The quote used as a self
assumed answer was: 

" 'We are a pluralistic society with 
grown frictions,' said Dr. Graham. 
'We are also an affiuent and liberal 
society with a hulleva lot of turmoil 
for a long time.' " 

What possible connection could 
such a job of sensationalizing trag
edy have on resource conservation 
in Kansas? More than we might 
suspect. Anti-gun factions are con
tinually working toward total abo
lition of private ownership of fire
arms in the U. S. Such abolition 
will mark the downfall of nearly 
all game conservation activities in 
our state and country. Without 
firearms, there will no longer be 
hunters. Without hunters to buy 
licenses, stamps and permits in sup
port of their state and Federal fish 
and game agencies, no funds will 
be available to carry out game 
management programs. 
Further, without private purchases 

of sporting arms and ammunition, 
Federal excise taxes placed on those 
items, earmarked for wildlife man
agement programs by the Federal Aid 
in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937 
(Pittman-Robertson Act ), will go by 
the wayside. These funds are equally 
important to the welfare of both game 
and nongame species. True, fisher
men will still be furnishing funds 
through similar licenses and taxes, but 
those fishermen will rightly demand 
their funds be spent on fish manage-

ment activities. Management of our 
other game resources will either stop, 
or fall on the shoulders of already 
overburdened general taxpayers. 

Suppose total abolition of firearms 
were already in effect. How would 
it have changed statistics gathered 
by AP as a basis for their biased news 
release? Of the ten incidents listed, 
would any have been prevented by 
absence of firearms ? 

First on AP's illustrative list was 
a suicide. Obviously, a person 
bent on self destruction will try 
to do so with any means at hand. 
Gun prohibition would have no 
influence on that person. 

Next, two accidental shootings were 
cited. In all probability, if no guns 
had been available, the accidents 
would have been prevented. This, 
however, is hardly justification to out
law guns in total. 

Next were six deaths inflicted by 
either law abiding citizens, police or 
duly assigned guards protecting per
sonal life and property from mentally 
ill individuals and felons. Surely a 
person can protect his own life and 
it is doubtful police officers will be 
disarmed by firearms abolition. 

Tenth on AP's list of incidents was 
a case of a felon taking the life of a 
victim. The supposed intention of 
Federal and state gun control laws is 
to disarm this man. If you were 
already a law breaker, would you 
comply with such laws? In fact, the 
recent U. S. Supreme Court decision 
excusing such individuals from all 
mandatory firearms registration, stat
ing such registration constitutes "self 
incrimination," will undoubtedly en
courage criminal support for strict 



gun controls. Such controls will in 
effect be applicable only to law 
abiding citizens. 

The latest legislative report by 
the National Rifle Association lists 
at least ten bills currently alive in 
Congress to impose strict Federal 
gun controls on the law abiding 
public. Fortunately, there are also 
many bills being introduced to re
duce unnecessary restrictions al
ready in effect as a result of 1968 
legislation_ 
We as conservationists may have 

fought off one indirect but deter
mined attack on our wildlife programs 
in 1968, but others are coming! A 
real tragedy occurs when a Kansan 
writes, "Due to gun control 
laws I don't think I will hunt any
more." Now is not the time to desert 
state fish, game and conservation 
agencies. Now is the time to unite 
in their support! Sportsmen, protect 
yourselves! With continued writing 
by influential news agencies such as 
we have seen, anti-gun minorities will 
gain support of the apathetic majority, 
sweeping aside reason and common 
sense and ultimately destroying an 
American heritage that goes far 
beyond mere private ownership of 
firearms. 

Wildlife Wonders 
( Continued fmm page 17) 

blind wondering-should I try the 
doe in bow range or continue the wait 
for the big buck-were not boring or 
unenjoyable. A coopers hawk also 
used this as his hunting area. A sud
den hush of bird songs meant that the 
dreaded hunter was near. 

A rustle of leaves coming down the 
trail quickened the heartbeat. Could 
it be the big buck? No, only two 
jovial cock pheasants, each trying to 
appear more important than the other. 
They were within three feet of me 
when one saw me. He froze in his 
tracks disbelieving that he had ven
tured this close to danger. It took 
only a minute to regain his composure 
and to decide this was no place for 
them. They turned and ran about six 
feet before rocketing off upriver. 

Another evening a squirrel came up 

the trail, checking tussocks of grass 
for food and scampering along fallen 
logs when available. Finally he saw 
me, froze flat on a log for a few min
utes, then sat up, obviously puzzled 
at what I was doing there. His tail 
began to twitch as his anger at my 
presence increased. He began scold
ing, letting all the woods know I was 
there. Blue jays joined in the ha
rangue. He was so persistent that I 
finally left the blind and ran him off, 
only to have him return in a few 
minutes to continue the harassment. I 
seriously considered an arrow at the 
varmint, but he finally tired of the 
game and crossed the river. 

Finally, only one more evening of 
the season remained. Light snow
fall during the afternoon had made 
the swamp ghostly, quiet and beau
tiful. I was fearful that I had 
waited too long for the big buck 
and would end up without a deer. 
Nothing stirred. The sky was heav
ily overcast, darkness was falling 
early. 
Upriver I heard running deer. They 

broke into the open 30 yards from the 
blind. There were at least five of 
them, two does, two fawns and the 
broken antlered buck. They were 
frolicking like playful calves in the 
fluffy snow. 

The buck came bounding stiff
legged down the trail directly toward 
me. His guard was down and he 
failed to see me until he was within 
eight yards. He stopped, head high, 
tail up, and on the alert. 

I was ready. The first arrow struck 
just behind the right shoulder and 
disappeared. He leaped high into the 
air, lost his footing on the snow-cov
ered frozen ground as he tried to 
tum, and fell to the ground. 

A second arrow pierced the rib 
cage. The buck never regained his 
feet. 

A Gun. • • 
(Continued from page 10) 

boy was my son. And as I look back 
now on that November day, a thought 
comes to mind: 

"So, my son has a gun. Is tllere 
anything special about that?" 

You bet there is! 
To me a gun represents freedom of 

expression, satisfying a longing to do 
something now that our forefathers 
did in olden days, when early history 
of our area of Kansas was being made. 

It means seeing yourself in your 
son, and wondering if you can im
plant in him some regard for the 
future, and teach him some of the 
things you expect of him when he 
becomes a man. 

Some fathers communicate with 
their sons through athletics, school, 
or just plain talking. I chose the use 
of a gun. 

How do you reach a boy with a 
gun? To me it's simple! With a gun 
he has freedom. When he is with me, 
he is learning something that he 
would be unable to achieve from 
school or any other source-the joy 
of a morning sunrise, the thrill of 
game birds in the early autumn, the 
sounds of wild geese calling, and the 
whisper of duck wings passing over
head. These things mean much to me, 
and I know now that he shares my 
feelings for them. He has learned 
well, and I think he will be a better 
man for it. 

The sounds and actions of nature 
are truly honest. If possession of a 
gun can instill a feeling of fairness, 
not only toward our natural re
sources, but also to his fellow man, 
then I can brag. 

My son, you have a gun now. Use 
it in the ways you have been taught. 
Learn from it, and hold it dear. Then 
thank God you had the opportunity 
to do so. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Kansas Fish and Game Magazine is distributed free to Kansas residents, upon 
written request. Complete name, address and zip code number should accompany 
any correspondence relative to the publication. Anyone moving to a new address 
must notify the Information-Education Division, Kansas Fish and Game Commis
sion, Box 1028, Pratt, Kansas (67124) if they desire to contjnue receiving the 
magazine. 
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1969-70 Kansas Hunting Seasons 
Squirrel 
Dove 
Rails, Gallinules 
Snipe 
Deer (Archery) 
Ducks, Coots, & Mergansers 

(Second Segment) 
Geese 
Woodcock 
Prairie Chicken 

(Second Segment) 
Pheasants (West of U. S. 81) 
Pheasants (East of U. S. 81) 
Quail 
Deer (Firearms) 

Now Open 
Now Open 
Now Open 
Now Open 
Now Open 
Opens October 25 
Opens December 20 
Now Open .............. . . 
Opens October 18 
Opens November 1 
Opens December 13 
Opens November 8 
Opens November 15 
Opens November 15 
Opens December 6 ..... . . 

Closes December 31 
Closes October 30 
Closes November 9 
Closes November 19 
Closes November 30 
Closes November 20 
Closes December 28 
Closes December 10 
Closes December 21 
Closes November 9 
Closes December 14 
Closes December 31 
Closes December 31 
Closes January 15 
Closes December 10 

Rabbits, open the year around except from October 16 through December 14. In addition, rabbits may 
be taken during upland game bird seasons. 


